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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity!

Gathering and Preparing to Worship

*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit

Thoughts Before Worship By Ralph Waldo Emerson
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything thy goodness sends.

Checking in on social media
You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are.
First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville
Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one.

Sounding of the Bells
Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves.

Welcoming

One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping
with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website
www.trinityuccwestville.org.
They are located in the events section under today’s date,

Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving
God.

Opening with Prayer

One: Let us pray...

Many: Thank you God for this time when we can come together and worship you. Bless our time of praise
and thanksgiving in the name of our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Announcements

A Thanksgiving Liturgy By Christine Sine
One: God eternal and righteous One, who created the heavens and the earth. We gather to give you thanks.
Many: For breath that fills us with your life,

For love that softens our hearts,

For beauty revealed at every turn.
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One: Christ redeeming and forgiving One, who is always faithful and merciful. We gather to give you thanks,
Many: For renewal, transforming our lives,
For peace calming the chaos of our souls,
For hope restoring our faith.
One:  Spirit sustaining, and compassionate One, who calls us into relationship with the living God,
We give you thanks,
Many: For caring when our hearts are aching,
For friends supportive in times of need,
For generosity lavish and overflowing.
One: God who created the earth and the heavens, Eternal, Redeeming and Sustaining One,
We gather to give you thanks,
Many: We come with hearts full of gratitude, for all things good, we give you thanks for You.
*Hymn of Gathering Come, Ye Thankful People Come Vs. 1,2, & 4

1 Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;

all is safely gathered in,

ere the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth provide

for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

2 All the world is God's own field,
fruit as praise to God we yield;
wheat and tares together sown

are to joy or SOrfow grown;

first the blade and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come,
bring thy final harvest home;
gather thou thy people in,

free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,

in thy presence to abide;

come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home

Call to Confession

One:

Secking to follow Jesus, we often wander down the wrong roads. Impatient with God's schedule, we rush
off to do things our way. Let us confess our foolishness, that we might receive God's hope for our lives.



Prayer of Confession and Letting Go

One: Let us pray...

All: We would like to be more thankful Lord, but we get distracted by events going on around us. The
news which sidetracks us to the uncertainty all around us. We feel overwhelmed, and forget to
come to you for help and guidance.

Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things
you need to be forgiven for, in your life
One: Let us continue...
All:  Forgive us God, and make us new and whole again. Help us to see the good surrounding us and
help us to do your will and your work in our world today. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness and Assurance
One: Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear the good news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Many: Thanks be to God for this amazing gift of grace. Amen.

*Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen.

Sharing of Christ’s Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Itis important to stop, and give thanks by offering the peace of Christ to one another. So let us get up, walk
around and pass the peace of Christ.

Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered.
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as
“The peace of Christ be with you,”

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice

Prayer for Illumination

One: Let us pray...

Many: Open our hearts to the reading of your word, O Lord. May it reach and teach us to do your will and
your work in our world today. Amen.

Scripture Readings for Today 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24  Exhortations, Greetings, and Benediction
12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you and have charge of you
in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace
among yourselves. 1* And we urge you, brothers and sisters, to admonish the idlers, encourage the
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. 15See that none of you repays evil for evil, but
always seek to do good to one another and to all. 1 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Do not quench the Spirit. 2 Do not
despise prophecies, 2! but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.

2 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may your spirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2#'The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this.



A Refection on the Word

* Hymn of Response For the Beauty of the Earth
1 For the beauty of the earth, 3 For the joy of human love,
for the glory of the skies, brother, sister, parent, child,
for the love which from our birth friends on earth, and friends above,
over and around us lies. for all gentle thoughts and mild,
Refrain: Refrain

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise
this, our hymn of grateful praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour 4 For yourself, best gift divine,
of the day and of the night, to the world so freely given,

hill and vale and tree and flower, agent of God's grand design:
sun and moon and stars of light, peace on earth and joy in heaven.
Refrain Refrain

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives

One: As God has so richly blessed us, in our gratitude let us return a portion of these blessings back to God,
If you are able, please consider giving to the work and ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ.
You may drop your offering for today in the offering plates as they are brought forward.
Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.
We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.
To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883

Our morning Offering will now be received
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God By the Disciples of Christ

One: Let us pray...

Many: Almighty God, giver of every good gift, teach us to render to you all that we have and all that we
are, that we may praise you, not with our lips only, but with our whole lives, turning the duties, the
sorrows, and the joys of all our days into a living sacrifice to you; bless this offering through our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.
Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship.
After Paulette reads the petition, she will say “Lord in Your mercy,”
and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer...”



The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

* Our Hymn of Departure What a Friend We Have in Jesus
1 What a Friend we have in Jesus, 3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
All our sins and griefs to bear! Cumbered with a load of care?
What a privilege to carry Precious Savior, still our refuge--
Everything to God in prayer! Take it to the Lord in prayer;
O what peace we often forfeit, Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
O what needless pain we bear, Take it to the Lord in prayer;
All because we do not carry In His arms He'll take and shield thee,
Everything to God in prayer! Thou wilt find a solace there.

2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

* Charge and Benediction By Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel

One: May the Lord of all creation shower his blessings and favor upon you.
Many: Amen

One: May the Lord of the harvest grace your Thanksgiving table with his presence and fill your loved ones with

peace.
Many: Amen

One: May the Lord of salvation guide you all your days until you come into the joys of his eternal kingdom.
Many: Amen

One: May you now go out into the world in peace. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
mind, and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.
Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

One: And now, as you go, know that the God who created you, the Christ who redeems you and the Spirit who
empowers you is with you today and for ever more. Knowing this, may laughter and joy go with you every
step of your journey.

Many: Amen.

Sing “A-Men!”

Thank you for worshipping with us today! Remember, no matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC



