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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity!

Gathering and Preparing to Worship

*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit

Thoughts Before Worship By Nancy C. Townley
Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.

Checking in on social media
You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are.
First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville
Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one.

Sounding of the Bells
Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves.

Welcoming

One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping
with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website
www.trinityuccwestville.org.
They are located in the events section under today’s date,

Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving
God.

Opening with Prayer by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian

One: Let us pray...

Many: God of All Time and Space,
You call us to transform the world through the extension of your grace to all of creation. May we
find new and creative ways to share our treasures, talents, and time in order to create your Realm
here on earth. May we work to create paradise beginning here today. Amen.

Announcements

Call to Worship by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian
One: In this present time, no matter what passes before us,
Many: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

One: As earth shakes and nations are in an uproar,
Many: God is present with us and is our refuge in times of trouble.


http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
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One:  As the world trembles in fear and wortry,
Many: May we find stillness and peace, knowing God is God of all.

*Hymn of Gathering O God, Our Help in Ages Past Vs.1-3& 6

1 O God, our help in ages past, 3 Before the hills in order stood,

our hope for years to come, or earth received its frame,

our shelter from the stormy blast, from everlasting you are God,

and our eternal home: to endless years the same.

2 Under the shadow of your throne 6 O God, our help in ages past,

your saints have dwelt secure; our hope for years to come,

sufficient is your arm alone, still be our guard while troubles last,

and our defense is sure. and our eternal home!

Call to Confession By Rev. Thom Shuman

One: We know that we have not lived as God hopes. But however fragmented we become, God longs to hold us
together in grace and peace. Let us come with our prayers of confession and need to the One who prepares
the way for our words.

Prayer of Confession and Letting Go By Rev. Thom Shuman
One: Let us pray...
All:  In these moments, God, we bring to you all the ways we have not lived as your people: we stand by

watching while those in need struggle to survive; we cast our lots with those who worship power
and success; we offer insults rather than words of grace to those who care for us; we scoff at your
words which call us to a different way of living.

Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things
you need to be forgiven for, in your life

One: Let us continue...

All: Forgive us, God of Mercy, for not knowing what we do to you, to others, to ourselves. Speak to us
through Jesus Christ, our King and our Savior, who bears words filled with your tender mercy and
gracious hope.

Words of Forgiveness and Assurance By Rev. Thom Shuman
One: This is the good news: God remembers! Not our sins, not our foolish lives, not our rebellion.

God remembers each one of us - and redeems us!
Many: God prepares the way for us - the way to grace, to hope, to new life.

Joyfully, we offer our thanks to God for God’s grace and forgiveness. Amen.

*Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was In the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

World without end, Amen, Amen.

Sharing of Christ’s Peace
One:  God's peace passes all understanding; It guides our hearts and directs our minds; May the peace of Christ be
always with you.
Many: And also with you.
Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered.
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as
“The peace of Christ be with you,”



Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice

Prayer for Illumination

One: Let us pray...

Many: Faithful Comforter, through the chaos of the holiday help us to hear your word of thanskgiving and
blessing. May it give us a spirit of wisdom, that our eyes and hearts may be opened, and that we
may know the hope to which we have been called. Amen.

Scripture Readings for Today  Jeremiah 23:1-6 Restoration after Exile

23 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus

says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have

scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you
for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and

multiply. 41 will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be

dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

The Righteous Branch of David

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he

shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢In his days Judah

will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is
our righteousness.

Luke 1: 67 =79 Zechariah’s Prophecy
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
6 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
"I that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
2Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy covenant,
3 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,
5in holiness and righteousness in his presence all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
"7 to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.
8 Because of the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
" to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

A Refection on the Word By Rev. David Robberts-Mosser

* Hymn of Response Guide My Feet
1. Guide my feet while I run this race.
Guide my feet while I run this race.
Guide my feet while I run this race,
for I don't want to run this race in vain!



2. Hold my hand while I run this race.
Hold my hand while I run this race.
Hold my hand while I run this race,
for I don't want to run this race in vain!

3. I'm your child while I run this race.
I'm your child while I run this race.
I'm your child while I run this race,

for I don't want to run this race in vain!

4. Stand by me while I run this race.
Stand by me while I run this race.
Stand by me while I run this race,

for I don't want to run this race in vain!

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives

One: As God has so richly blessed us, in our gratitude let us return a portion of these blessings back to God,
If you are able, please consider giving to the work and ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ.
You may drop your offering for today in the offering plates as they are brought forward.
Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.
We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.
To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883
Our morning Offering will now be received

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God

One: Let us pray...

Many: Good Shepherd, who leads and guides us through all the trials and tribulations of our lives, we
bring these gifts to celebrate the ministries of justice and hope in which our church is involved. Be
with us and cause us to grow in our faith and our service. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.
Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship.
If you are worshipping via Facebook Livesteam
Please type in and post in the comments section and share any prayer requests.
We will try and get to every prayer posted during worship.
If we don’t get to your request, we will lift up your requests after worship.
After Pastor David reads the petition, he will say “Lord in Your mercy,”
and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer...”

The Lotd’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

* Our Hymn of Departure My Life Flows on in Endless Song (How Can I Keep from Singing)
1 My life flows on in end-less song;
a-bove earth’s lam-en-ta-tion,
I hear the clear, though far off hymn
that hails a new crea-tion.

Refrain:

No storm can shake my in-most calm
while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
Since Love is lord of heav'n and earth,
how can I keep from sing-ing?

2 Through all the tu-mult and the strife,
I hear the mu-sic ring-ing.

It finds an ech-o in my soul.

How can I keep from singing?

Refrain

3 When ty-rants trem-ble, sick with fear;
And hear their death knells ring-ing
When friends re-joice, both far and near,
How can I keep from sing-ing.

Refrain

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ev-er spring-ing!

All things are mine since I am His!

How can I keep from sing-ing?

Refrain

* Charge and Benediction

One: Children of the resurrection, go and hear the cries of those in need!
Go into God’s world, enabled by Christ to be in ministries of compassion for all God’s people.
Love this world as God has loved you.
Always care tenderly for all of creation.
Remember as you leave here, faithfully and peacefully, go and serve in the name of Jesus.
Remember to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, and all your strength;
and love your neighbor as yourself.

Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you, now and forever. And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.
Many: Amen.

Sing “A-Men!”

Thank you for worshipping with us today! Remember, no matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC



