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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity!

Gathering and Preparing to Worship

* Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit

Thoughts Before Worship By Nancy C. Townley
Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.

Checking in on social media
You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are.
First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville
Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one.

Sounding of the Bells
Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves.

Welcoming

One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping
with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website
www.trinityuccwestville.org.
They are located in the events section under today’s date,

Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving
God.

Opening with Prayer by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

One: Let us pray...

Many: God who calls us, we are here, here to serve, and here to worship. We are here to sing and to pray,
to let the word resound in us and the community to envelop us. We are here, O God, to know you
and be known by you. We enter with thanksgiving and praise. We enter in safety of love and hope
of peace. Holy One, we respond to your call. Amen.

Announcements

Call to Worship by Rev. Thom Shuman
One: On an ordinary Sunday, we come to worship God:
Many: we come, trusting God will speak to us; we come, hoping God will surprise us.

One: On this day, like every other day, we seek to follow Jesus:
Many: we follow, believing Jesus will be with us; we follow, hoping Jesus will work through us.


http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
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One:  On this day, we lift our souls to God's Spirit:
Many: we open our hearts, that the Spirit may fill us; we open our hands, that we might be a gift to others.

*Hymn of Gathering Praise to the Lord

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;

Praise Him in glad adoration.

2 Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?

3 Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,

If with His love He befriend thee.

4 Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before Him
Let the “Amen” sound from his people again

Gladly forever adore Him.

Call to Confession By Rev. Thom Shuman

One: If you are looking for proof of God's love, here it is: at the very moment we realize we cannot help
ourselves, that is the time we discover God has saved us in Christ Jesus. Join me as we pray to our God our
prayer of confession,

Prayer of Confession and Letting Go

One: Let us pray...

All: How easily we pat ourselves on the back, God, for the lives we lead. We welcome the
praise of others, but have little compassion for those who have failed us. We assume that a
comfortable life is our birthright, yet believe poor choices produce suffering for those around us.
We boast of the good we do, but forget to thank you for all that you have given to us.

Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things
you need to be forgiven for, in your life

One: Let us continue...

All:  Forgive us God, for breaking your heart, and disappointing your hopes for us. As we seek to follow
your Child, may we be found with those whose lives are barren, with those who know little laughter
in their day, with those who have received no love from others - for in their presence, we will find
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness and Assurance By Rev. Thom Shuman

One: Listen to the good news - the kingdom of God is very near. As close as a child's laughter, as embracing as a
fathet's love, as enfolding as a mother's caress.

Many: We are God's people: called, that we may follow; gifted, that we may serve; forgiven, that we might
bring hope. Thanks be to God. Amen.



*Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen.

Sharing of Christ’s Peace
One: As we are forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ Jesus, let us be reconciled to each other. May the
peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered.
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as
“The peace of Christ be with you,”

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice
Prayer for Illumination by Reclaim Today
One: Let us pray...
Many: Dear Lotd, as I listen to Your Word, please quiet my mind and remove my distractions. Open my
eyes to see the truth, my ears to hear Your voice, and my heart to receive Your message today. Give
me the wisdom to understand and the courage to apply it to my life. In Jesus' name, Amen

Scripture Reading for Today Genesis 18:1-15 A Son Promised to Abraham and Sarah
18 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat
of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent
entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not
pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the

tree. 3 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since
you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” ¢ And Abraham hastened into the
tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make

cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before
them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

?They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 1 Then one said, “I will
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the
tent entrance behind him. " Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with
Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my
husband is old, shall I be fruitful?”” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 1#Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 1 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for
she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

A Refection on the Word By Rev. David Robberts-Mosser

* Hymn of Response Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior
1 Pass me not, O gentle Savior,
Hear my humble cry,
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Refrain:
Savior, Savior,
Hear my humble cry;



While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

2 Let me at a throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief;

Kneeling there in deep contrition,
Help my unbelief.

[Refrain]

3 Trusting only in Thy merit,
Would I seek Thy face;

Heal my wounded, broken spirit,
Save me by Thy grace.

[Refrain]

4 Thou the Spring of all my comfort,
More than life to me,

Whom have I on earth beside Thee?
Whom in heav'n but Thee?

[Refrain]

Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives

One:

What shall we return to the Holy One for God’s bounty to us? God calls us to live fruitful and faithful lives
that witness to and spread the good news of the kingdom in the world. God provides for our needs
abundantly so that all may flourish. May we use the bounty that we receive as gifts to share rather than as
resources to hoard. Let generosity, trust, and hope guide us to support the ministry of this faith community
and the wider church. We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.

To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883

Our morning Offering will now be received

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God by the United Methodist Church

One:

Let us pray...

Many: Joyful Giver of Miracles, we come to you with hearts open to the unexpected, for you are the God

who surprises us with joy, even in seasons of waiting and even through our disbelief. You meet us
in the ordinariness of welcome, and you plant seeds of laughter that bloom into life. As Abraham
and Sarah offered their hospitality and received the promise of new life, so we offer our gifts in trust
and gratitude. Bless these gifts, O God, that they may bear witness to your goodness and extend
joy, hope, and welcome to the world you so love. May our giving be a reflection of our faith, and
may our faith be full of laughter. In the name of the one who brings life out of impossibility, Amen.

Prayers of the People

Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.
Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship.
If you are worshipping via Facebook Livesteam
Please type in and post in the comments section and share any prayer requests.



We will try and get to every prayer posted during worship.
If we don’t get to your request, we will lift up your requests after worship.

After Pastor David reads the petition, he will say “Lord in Your mercy,”
and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer...”

The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

* Our Hymn of Departure Love Divine All Loves Excelling
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down;
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, Let us find that promised rest.

Take away our bent to sinning, Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, almighty to deliver, Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.

4. Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee:

Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love and praise!

* Charge and Benediction
One: On this ordinary Sunday, we have worshiped our God.
Many: Now, we will go to speak for the voiceless, to surprise our communities with grace.

One: On this day, and every day, we try our best to follow Jesus.
Many: Now, we will go to be with those Jesus loves, to let Jesus' justice work through us.

One: On this day, our souls have been filled with the peace and passion of the Spirit.
Many: Now, we will go to empty ourselves for others, to share the gifts of the Spirit with all.

One: On this day, go out into the world in peace. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
mind, and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.
Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.



One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you, now and forever. And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.
Many: Amen.

Sing “A-Men!”

Thank you for worshipping with us today! Remember, no matter who you are,
or where you are on Iife’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC
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