
1 
 

Trinity United Church of Christ Worship Bulletin 
Letting God’s light shine since 1901 

 

We worship God and seek to share His Word with everyone through faith in Jesus Christ 
 

April 26, 2026                www.trinityuccwestville.org 
   

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity! 
 

Gathering and Preparing to Worship  
*Denotes to please stand in body or in spirit 

 
Thoughts Before Worship        By Nancy C. Townley 

Our lives can get so noisy. In this moment, take the time to calm your spirit, rest your body.  
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who desires the best for you.  

 
Checking in on social media 
 You are invited to take the time to check in on social media and let people know where you are. 
 First, it helps get the word out on Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville 
 Second, it can give you a good alibi, just in case you need one. 
 
Sounding of the Bells 

Throughout the centuries, bells have rung to call people to worship or bring them news.  
We use the chiming of the bell to joyously call us to worship, and prepare ourselves. 

 
Welcoming  
One: Welcome to worship today at Trinity United Church of Christ in Westville Illinois. If you are worshipping 

with us on line, you can download a bulletin from our church’s website  
www.trinityuccwestville.org.  
They are located in the events section under today’s date,  
Let us now pause for prayer to calm ourselves down and prepare our hearts to worship our living and loving 
God. 

 
Opening with Prayer         by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: God who is the Shepherd, the Gate, and the Way, we join together as a community in your presence 

and in your protection. Shield us from apathy and isolation. Fortify us against resignation and 
despair. Nudge us toward justice and righteousness in your name. As we gather to worship you, 
may we be transformed by your love, strengthened in grace, and rooted in faith for your glory and 
your kingdom come. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Call to Worship   (inspired by Psalm 23)     by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay  
One:  The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us enter with thanksgiving and praise! 
Many:  The Shepherd restores our souls, satisfies our needs, and leads us on the right path. 
 
 

http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
http://www.trinityuccwestville.org/
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One:  The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us live with courage and conviction not fear and timidity. 
Many:  Through valleys and storms, chaos and confusion, threats and concerns, the Shepherd comforts us 

with power and strength, love and compassion, hope and peace. 
 
One:  The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us worship in the presence of the Holy One! 
Many:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all our days of my life. Let us dwell in God’s presence 

forever! 
 
*Hymn of Gathering   Blest be the Tie that Binds 

1 Blest be the tie that binds    3 We share our mutual woes,  
our hearts in Christian love;    our mutual burdens bear,  
the fellowship of kindred minds   and often for each other flows  
is like to that above.     the sympathizing tear.  

 
2 Before our Father's throne    4 When we are called to part,  
we pour our ardent prayers;    it gives us inward pain;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,  but we shall still be joined in heart,  
our comforts and our cares.    and hope to meet again.  

 
Call to Confession               by Rev. Thom Shuman        
One: Day by day, God would lead us to the places of hope and healing, while moment by moment, we continue 

to follow sin down all the wrong paths.  Let us confess our lives, as we draw near to the One who would 
restore us to wholeness.  Join me as we pray together out prayer of confession…                                                                             

 
Prayer of Confession and Letting Go               by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay                                          
One: Let us pray… 
All: Shepherd of our lives, like sheep, we wander and stray. We come to you for nourishment yet 

distance ourselves from your realm when you require more from us. We bite one another with 
words that cut and attitudes that reflect more apathy than care. 

 
Please take a few moments of silence for personal reflection, and release back to God those things  

you need to be forgiven for, in your life 
 

One: Let us continue… 
All: Forgiving God, we give you thanks for not giving up on us and continuing to lead us by your Spirit. 

Give us courage and confidence to do your will and to love with our lives. We devote ourselves 
anew to your teaching, to community, and to prayer. Lead us in the ever full and renewed life in 
Christ. Amen. 

 
Words of Forgiveness and Assurance          by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay         
One: Beloved, the Shepherd cares for you and rejoices whenever you turn back to follow God’s holy way. Life in 

the promise of glorious, flourishing life and the kingdom of God manifested on earth. There is no detour 
you may take where the Shepherd cannot find you and urge you back into their loving embrace.  

Many: We are redeemed and restored in Christ. We give thanks and receive the goodness of God whose 
grace is sufficient and available for us to begin anew. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
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Sharing of Christ’s Peace          by Lisa Frenz          
One: Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. Welcome all who come. As Christ welcomed everyone, no 

matter what their background, no matter what their social status; as Christ welcomed enemies and friends, 
outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives. Let us be Christ 
to everyone we meet. May the peace of Christ be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 
 

Please type in, post and share the peace of Christ with those gathered. 
Please make sure your comments are appropriate. You can use words such as 

 “The peace of Christ be with you,” 

Listening for God’s Still Speaking Voice 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                 
One: Let us pray… 
Many: One: Let us pray… 
Many: May Your word abide with us and within us, O Holy One. 

May it transform us into branches of your love, bearing fruit that feeds and nourishes a world 
hungry for kindness and compassion. In your caregiving name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings for Today   Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 

Life among the Believers 
43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All 
who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds[a] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home[b] and ate their food with glad and generous[c] hearts, 47 praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 
Footnotes 

a. 2.45 Gk them 
b. 2.46 Or from house to house 
c. 2.46 Or sincere 

 
John 10:1-10    Jesus the Good Shepherd 
10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 
way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
A Refection on the Word           By Rev. David Robberts-Mosser                                                                                                                       

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#fen-NRSVUE-26984a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#fen-NRSVUE-26985b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#fen-NRSVUE-26985c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#en-NRSVUE-26984
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#en-NRSVUE-26985
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-47#en-NRSVUE-26985
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* Hymn of Response   #688 Blue Hymnal  Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us Vs. 1 - 3 

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

 
2 We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 
3 Thou hast promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts and Our Lives                                                                      
One: Community of faith, let us hold true to the ethos of the early church and hold “all things in common” (Acts 

2:4). Let us share our abundance to enjoy shared life, to meet the needs among us, and to demonstrate our 
commitment to the kingdom of God. 
Your gifts are used in service to others through the ministries and mission of Trinity UCC.  
We graciously thank all who are able to support Trinity UCC during this time.  
To mail your offering or pledge, please send it to  

Trinity United Church of Christ, 311 E. Moses Ave. Westville, IL. 61883 
  

Our morning Offering will now be received  
 

*Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

* Blessing What We Can Give Back to God  
One: Let us pray… 
Many: Generous God, may these gifts bless our life together, fortify our ministry, and transform our 

community. Receive them as we give them—with gladness and thanksgiving. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People   
Please drop off any prayer requests in the basket located in the narthex, or in the offering plate.  

Please only first names, and keep your prayers appropriate to our worship. 
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If you are worshipping via Facebook Livesteam 
Please type in and post in the comments section and share any prayer requests. 

We will try and get to every prayer posted during worship. 
If we don’t get to your request, we will lift up your requests after worship. 
After Pastor David reads the petition, he will say “Lord in Your mercy,” 

and the congregation will respond with “Hear our prayer…” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

* Our Hymn of Departure  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, 
safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 

 
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 

 
 

* Charge and Benediction 
One” Day by day, God will lead us: 
Many: to those pools of peace where we can gather with our friends and strangers. 
 

One: Day by day, Jesus will call us: 
Many: to give ourselves in service, to anoint others with hope. 
 

One: Day by day, the Spirit shows us: 
Many: the people we might be, the community we might become. 
 

One: Every day, go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, 
and all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself. 

Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
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One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you, now and forever.  And may laughter and joy go with you every step of your journey.  

Many: Amen. 
 
Sing “A-men!” 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Remember, no matter who you are,  
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at Trinity UCC 

 
 

 
 


